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Karlene French

From: Reppe, Thomas (MPCA) <Thomas.Reppe@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2021 11:28 AM
To: 'James Vondracek'; Karah Conklin
Cc: Steve Helgen; Patrick McGuire; Karlene French; LeeAnn Thomas; 'Weldon,

Bryan'; Brian  Deering (bdeering@gesonline.com); Finn, Steve; Kane, Allen;
Wolf, Matthias (MPCA); Grape, Timothy (MPCA); Frame, Thomas W.;
'Councilman Reich'

Subject: MPCA Approval of SVE System Summary Report, FALA of Shoreham Yard
Facility

This email did not originate from Canadian Pacific. Please exercise caution with any links or attachments.

Jim and Karah,

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff have reviewed the Soil Vapor Extraction System Summary Report,
dated June 29, 2021 (Report), prepared by Integral Consulting Inc. (Integral) on behalf of Ashland LLC (Ashland) for the
Former Ashland Lease Area (FALA) at the Shoreham Yard Facility, Minneapolis, MN (Site). Based on the review, MPCA
staff approve of the Report contingent on the incorporation of the following comments:

1. Subsection 4.3.1, Building Surveys: The Report states: “None of the building conditions listed in the MPCA vapor
investigation guidance document that would make use of the 33X factor inappropriate have been identified to-
date and none of the soil gas samples collected east of Central Avenue exceeded the 33X ISV screening level.
Based on discussions with MPCA on April 13, 2021, building surveys will be completed, pending owner access, to
further document the conditions of the slabs/basements and the applicability of the 33X ISVs.”

As described in the Offsite Soil Vapor Sampling Work Plan, dated August 20, 2021, subsequently submitted to
the MPCA by Integral on behalf of Ashland, inspections of the buildings located east of Central Avenue identified
floor and trench drains, cut-outs, and/or sumps in the slabs of the buildings located at 933 29th Avenue, 2913
Central Avenue, and 2919 Central Avenue. As noted in the MPCA’s approval of the Offsite Soil Vapor Sampling
Work Plan, dated October 13, 2021, these opening are considered potential preferential pathways of vapor
intrusion into the buildings. Until the openings can be permanently sealed and/or covered with air-tight
methods, the use of the 33X ISV vapor intrusion attenuation factor is not applicable.

In addition to collecting sub-slab soil vapor samples in the buildings, as proposed in the Offsite Soil Vapor
Sampling Work Plan, further inspection(s) and sealing activities may be conducted to eliminate these potential
preferential pathways. A final determination of the appropriate vapor intrusion attenuation factor for each
building will be made and recommended by Ashland to the MPCA for review and approval following the
sampling, inspection(s), and sealing activities.

2. Section 5.2, Recommendations:

a. The Report states: “A work plan detailing the proposed additional soil delineation/characterization work
will be prepared and submitted to MPCA. Excavation and post-construction monitoring will be detailed
in a response action work plan following characterization.” The pre-excavation soil delineation sampling
activities proposed in the SVE System Decommissioning and Pre-excavation Soil Sampling Work Plan,
dated September 16, 2021, prepared by Integral on behalf of Ashland, were approved by the MPCA on
October 18, 2021. As of the date of this review/approval, a response action work plan [i.e. Response
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Action Plan (RAP)] proposing excavation activities and post-construction monitoring has not been
submitted to the MPCA.

b. The Report states: “In order to facilitate the necessary sampling and excavation work to address
accessible soils, it is recommended that the SVE systems be decommissioned in conjunction with soil
delineation work detailed below, including removal of all system equipment and piping, and
decommissioning of all SVE extraction wells.” As requested in the MPCA’s conditional approval of SVE
System Decommissioning and Pre-excavation Soil Sampling Work Plan, dated October 18, 2021, please
provide a proposed schedule of the following activities and their estimated duration:  submittal of
results of the pre-excavation soil sampling; decommissioning of the SVE system; submittal of a response
action work plan (RAP); excavation of soil; any other necessary/planned activities, including
additional/confirmation soil sampling.

c. The Report summarizes previous soil vapor sampling (Section 4.3, Soil Vapor Results; and Section 5.1.3,
Vapor); however, does not recommend any additional soil vapor sampling associated with the FALA
and/or off-site properties. It must be noted that additional soil vapor sampling was proposed in the
Offsite Soil Vapor Sampling Work Plan, and approved by the MPCA contingent on the incorporation of
comments. The results of the additional soil vapor sampling and additional activities, and any
recommendations for additional sampling and/or work, will be provided by Ashland in an Offsite Soil
Vapor Intrusion Investigation Report submitted to the MPCA for review and approval.

3. Figure 4-2, Soil Detections of VOCs in Excess of MPCA Soil Reference Values, 4-32 feet bgs, October 2019: In
addition to showing the locations from 4-32 feet bgs where soil samples were collected in 2019, the figure also
includes the six soil sampling locations completed in 2009, depicted as unlabeled squares.

a. Sampling location SB09-05 (unlabeled) is colored red, indicating concentrations of VOCs exceeding the
MPCA’s Commercial/Industrial Soil Reference Values (SRVs). However, the samples collected from 5-25
feet bgs at SB09-05 did not contain concentrations of VOCs exceeding the SRVs; therefore, the location
should be uncolored (white).

b. Sampling location SB09-03 (unlabeled) is uncolored (white), indicating that it did not contain
concentrations of VOCs exceeding the SRVs. However, the sample collected from 25-30 feet bgs at SB09-
03 contained a concentration of Toluene (992 mg/kg) exceeding the SRV (820 mg/kg); therefore, the
location should be colored red.

4. Table 2-1, Interim Soil Sampling VOC and SVOC Concentrations: The sample collected at SB09-03 from 25-30
feet bgs was analyzed with laboratory methodology that caused the reporting limit (RL) and method detection
limit (MDL) for 1,1,2-Trichloroethane (TCA) to be higher than the Commercial/Industrial SRV (as reported in
Table 1 in the Interim Soil Sampling to Assess Soil Vacuum Extraction at the FALA letter report, dated September
2, 2009). The RL for 1,1,2-TCA in this sample was 10.9 mg/kg, and the SRV for 1,1,2-TCA is 3.1 mg/kg. Although
the concentration of 1,1,2-TCA in the sample was labeled as Non-Detect (ND) in Table 2-1 and Figure 2-3 of the
Report, which implies that 1,1,2-TCA was not present, 1,1,2-TCA may have been present in the sample below the
RL and above the SRV. Although no other chlorinated compounds were detected in the sample, Toluene,
Ethylbenzene, and Xylene were detected, and the concentration of Toluene exceeded the SRV.

In future reporting for the Site, similar to the results included in Tables 4-1 through 4-5, for samples reported ND
by the laboratory, please include either the RL or MDL, and a qualifier explaining the non-detected result(s).
Lastly, if the laboratory’s RL or MDL for a constituent(s) is higher than the SRV (or other regulatory criteria), the
result(s) should be reported as exceeding the criteria and the summary table(s) should indicate the
exceedance(s). For example, Table 2-1 should report the concentration of 1,1,2-TCA in SB09-03 from 25-30 feet
as either “<10.9” or “10.9 U” (where U qualifies the RL as 10.9), and the value should be shaded to indicate that
1,1,2-TCA was detected above the SRV.
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5. Table 4-2, Confirmation Soil Sampling VOC Concentrations in Potentially Accessible Soil, and Table 4-3,
Confirmation Soil Sampling VOC Concentrations in Inaccessible Soil: The Commercial/Industrial SRV for
Trichloroethene listed in the tables (11 mg/kg) is incorrect. Please revise the tables to include the correct SRV of
19 mg/kg.

6. Table 4-5, Confirmation Soil Gas Sampling VOC Concentrations Compared to Commercial/Industrial ISVs: The
footnote of the table indicates that the results are compared to the MPCA’s Commercial/Industrial 33X Intrusion
Screening Values (ISVs) from May 2019.

a. Some of the Commercial/Industrial 33X ISVs listed in the table are incorrect values. For example, the
values for the following constituents differ from the MPCA’s May 2019 ISVs: Benzene, Bromomethane,
Methylethyl ketone, and Tetrachloroethene. For future reporting, please conduct a thorough review of
the analytical results and the regulatory criteria that are included in tables summarizing the results.

b. In January 2021, the MPCA issued updated ISVs. Please revise the table to include and refer to the most-
recent ISVs from January 2021. If necessary, please revise the table accordingly to indicate if the
sampling results were detected above the MPCA’s January 2021 ISVs and submit the revised table to the
MPCA for review and approval.

If you have any questions regarding the MPCA’s approval of the Report, please contact Matthias Wolf, MPCA
Hydrologist, or myself.

Thank you,
Tom

Thomas Reppe, P.G.
Environmental Specialist/Project Manager
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
Remediation Division
520 Lafayette Road N. | St. Paul, MN | 55155
Office:  651.757.2643
thomas.reppe@state.mn.us | www.pca.state.mn.us

Our mission is to protect and improve the environment and human health.

NOTICE: This email (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521. This email
may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply back to the sender that you have
received this message in error, then delete it. Thank you.

From: Karah Conklin <kconklin@integral-corp.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 16:03
To: Reppe, Thomas (MPCA) <Thomas.Reppe@state.mn.us>
Cc: James Vondracek <jevondracek@ashland.com>; 'allan.timm@state.mn.us' <allan.timm@state.mn.us>; Steve Helgen
<shelgen@integral-corp.com>; Patrick McGuire <pmcguire@integral-corp.com>; 'Karlene French'
<Karlene_French@cpr.ca>; LeeAnn Thomas <LeeAnn_Thomas@cpr.ca>; 'Weldon, Bryan' <Bryan_Weldon@golder.com>;
Brian Deering (bdeering@gesonline.com) <bdeering@gesonline.com>; Finn, Steve <steve_finn@golder.com>; Kane,
Allen <allen_kane@golder.com>
Subject: FALA, Soo Line Shoreham Yard, MPCA Superfund Program SR380
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Tom,

On behalf of Ashland LLC, Integral Consulting Inc. would like to submit the Soil Vapor Extraction System Summary Report
(link below) for the Former Ashland Lease Area, Soo Line Shoreham Yard. This report details the SVE operation,
shutdown testing, and confirmation soil sampling as well as our recommended path forward for shallow soils at the Site.

Please feel free to contact myself, Patrick McGuire or Steve Helgen if you have any questions or concerns.

Best,
Karah Conklin

Citrix Attachments Expires July 29, 2021

2021-06-29_Soo Line FALA-SVE Summary R...ete.pdf 21.8 MB

Download Attachments

Karah Conklin uses Citrix Files to share documents securely.

KARAH CONKLIN, P.E. | Senior Engineer
Tel: 720.465.3335 | Cell: 307.351.6868

285 Century Place, Suite 190 | Louisville | CO 80027

kconklin@integral-corp.com | www.integral-corp.com

Licensed in CO, MS, NM, NY, UT, VA
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